PROF. A. RUSSELL SIMPSON ON HYDR AMNIOS, ETC.
[JULY sont partag^s la-dessus. Les uns pensent, qu'elles proviennent des urines et sueurs de 1'enfant, et d'autres croyent, que c'est de la s&rosite du sang; mais enfin c'est un grand effet de la Providence, puis qu'elles causent tant de bien."
The chief point of debate in recent times has been as to the share taken by the foetal kidneys in producing the liquor amnii.
According to Gusserow and his followers, this fluid is in the latter months of gestation almost entirely derived from the urine of the foetus, which is supposed to be secreted regularly by the kidneys and evacuated from time to time from the bladder.
Wiener even goes so far as to aver that, whilst at the very first the liquor amnii is derived from the skin of the embryo, soon I am here diverted from the main current of this communication to call attention to the differences between these two cases, as they illustrate a cause for the excessive accumulation of the amniotic fluid which has not been specially registered, so far as I have noticed, among the causes of hydramnios. In the first case we have to do with a multipara in her eighth pregnancy; in the second the patient was primiparous. In the first the foetus was simply anencephalic; in the second the spinal column was at the same time bifid in all its extent. If the excess of liquor amnii be due (as in such cases I have tried to show it to be) to the secretion from this exposed serous surface, the excess might have been expected to be greatest in the case where the extensive bifidity of the spine gave an additional area of secretion. The excess, however, was most marked in the first of the cases. In that patient it was such that she overpassed the normal duration of pregnancy. 
